TCDAY!S DECISIONS FOR TOMORROW!S SCHOOLS
Lecture delivered at Drayton Hall
Before Sunmer Session Students
August 2, 1955

Here and now, in the summer of 1955, we find ourselves faced with the necessity
of making many momentous decisions with respect to the schools in this country.
Perhaps at no other time in the history of education has so great a sense of gravity
and urgency characterized the action concerning schools which is being taken and
which must be taken in the near future.

Decisions made by men down through history have become milestones in the records
of the past. The fact that decisions can become so far-reaching - even to the point
of changing the course of an entire nation - has made man quite cautious in malking
decisions, It has made him so cautious in some cases that, at times when decisions
and action were so sorely needed, he has neglected altogether to make any decision
at all. Cervantes, the 16th century Spanish novelist, cxpressed this weainess of man
by saying, "By the streets of 'by and byt one arrives at the house of 'never!',?

Shakespeare said it somewhat differently. "That we would do, we should do when
we would; for thié would changes, and hath abatements and delays as many as there
are t.ongugs, are hands, are accidents; and then this should is like a spendthrift
sigh, that hurts by easing."

South Carolina's owm John C. Calhoun described a period in the early history of
this state in which decisions and action were held in abeyance. lir., Calhoun vwrote,
#*In the meantime our policy is a masterly inactivity,"

Students of law, students of administration, students of 1ife itself know that
making decisions is difficult - quite often very frustrating.--This calls to mind a
story--(story about sorting potatoes into three piles according to size. "These
decisions are killing me.")

These same students, however, know full well how necessary it is for clear-cut
decisions to be made at strategic points in the development of institutions and
social policies. MNot only must these decisions be made at appropriate times with
clarity and precision; but just as important, they must be fair and .&Sﬁ decisions,
if mankind is to continue successfully his effort to achieve a more noble level of
civilization.

They must also be based on all available relevant information - accurate
‘information. ©Even small errors can become serious. A decision apparently only
slightly in error at the time can become considerably more serious as it is
magnified by the passage of time.

For example, consider an incident in Tdgar Allen Poe's famous story, "The Gold

Bug." You will remember that in the scarch for the great hidden treasure Jupiter
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dropped the beetle tied to the end of a string through the right eye of the skull
instead of through the left eye as Legrande had instructed him to do. Of course

this was an error of only two or three inches, but when this string reached the

ground from the 1limb of the tulip tree and a line was dravn from the center of the
tree through the point thus marked by the string and then extended to a distance of

50 feet from the tree, the error in location became one of several yards. Consequentl;
when they dug for the treasure, they found nothing. It was only after they realized
their mistake, returned to the tree, moved the stalte over three inches, and drew a
line from the tree through the new point that they were successful in finding the
treasure. A very insignificant error had made a great difference in this case,

It has often been said that the entire history of this country could well have beer
changed materially had Ceneral Rovert E. Lee not insisted upon a frontal attact against
the Union forces at Getiysbug or had General Langstreet Lrowght up his reinforcenents
a few hours earlier at this same battle. Napoleon'_s defeat at Waterloo might well have
been turned to vietory had some rather minor decisions been different.

It might be that decisions being made today, which are in error only slightly- as
it might seem to us at the present - will turn out to become the major errors of our
generation, the turning point of western civilization. If this probability exists in
the slightest degree, we cannot afford to treat such decisions lightly.

we might cite several major decisions of world-wide political and social signifi=-
cance which are now in the bslance: for example, (1) our policy and action with respect
to Formosa; (2) our attitude and corresnonding decisions concerning Yugoslavia; (3) the
part we play in Japan's future; or, (L) our approach to the develonment of TWest
Qemany, or to the unification of Germany, But in this discussion today we shall cone-
fine owr consideration to decisions which must be made in connection with schools in
the UInited States and in South Carolina - decisions which could be just as important
as those dealing with differences between nations,

what are some of the major problems in education about which important decisions
nust be made today or in the very near future? I shall name several of them and then
discuss in detail only two or three. MHost of these problems are quite familiar to us
all, but let us swmmarize them quicldy.

1. Alarming shortage of teachers

It is estimated that each year in this country we are experiencing a net
Yoss of aboud 68,000 teachers.. That is, -we need about 110,000 new beachers
each year .to replace the dropouts apd retired teachers as well as to take care

of the increased student population. wWhereas, we are graduating from teacher-
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education institutions each year only about 75,000 teachers. How shall we
meet this crisis? Should we raise teachersd salaries? Should ve certify
persons not completing the regular teacher-training nrograms? Should we
shorten the time necessary to complete this training? Should we offer
short-term condensed courses for graduates of liberal arts colleges? Should
we offer short refresher courses for nersons wtho have had some teazhing
experience but who have not taught for many years? Decisions must te made on
some of these possibilities,

Critical shortage of classroom space for the increasing school pomulation.

We need at least 100,000 additionul classrooms to meet the increasing
school population. How much of this job can local communities do? How much
of it should and can individual states do? 3houvld we work for and accept
federal aid in this respect? Vital decisions must be made by educators and
comrmunity and state leaders on this crucial problem,

Lowolevel of teachers'! salaries,

In spite of significant increases duvring the past 15 years, teachers!'
salaries are still below those of averarge factory worlkers.

Teacher certification.

The layman is far more aware of the prok:lems of teachers' salaries, and
teacher and classroom shortages than he is of the complex problems of
‘certification. But nevertheless, several very challenging questions in
this area must be faced and answered: Should we encourage reciprocity of
certification among states? If =0, unon what basis? Showld we rely chiefly
wpon state certification? Or, shouvld much of this responsibi'lity bte carried
on on a regional tasis? Or, in view of somc other imminent problems facing us
should certification revert to local groups? Shall we endorse the plan
recently adopted by the Ceorgia legislature of revoking the license of ar:
teacher who teaches in a non-segregated school or who even condones integratio
Should classrooms be kept open even though the so-called teacher is poorly
trained? Should we overhaul our whole concent of certification so as to aliou
temporary or permanent certification to many who never have or perhaps nevel
will subject themselves to traditional nrogroms of teacher education?

Teacher Education

¥hat of teacher education itself? Are we sure that we have all the right
answers when we say that a teacher must have at least four (and prefcratly

five) years of professional preparation in order to do the job well? Should
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not we take another loc;lc at our basic premises? Can we ignore the fact that
many persons who complete such programs successfully never make effective
teachers? Can we also be blind to the fact that many successful tcachers -
have had very little professional training? V/hat does make a gecod teacher,
anyway? Are we sure we know? In the absence of evidence accentabie to most
of us, is it not necessary that we continue to search for answers? Is it not
better that we welcome suggestions of new plans - plans which might turn out
to be better than those we are now following? Decisions must be made soon on
many of these matters.

The pature and e:tent of the school curriculum.

What shall be taught to what children of what age? Vhat program or

curriculum should he followed in public and private schools? Are not many
decisions necessary in connection rrith this question? Are the Arthur
Bestor's, the Rudolph I'leschés, the Altert Lynd's and the Vortimer Smithts
on firm ground when they criticize severely today's educators for neglect of
the fundamentsls? If so, what are the educators going to do ahout it? If
these men and others who believe that our schools of today are failing in
their obligations are mot right, what steps can or should the educators take?
Decisions I:m.lSt be forthcoming - decisions based unon fact as vwell as upon
conviction,

Financial support of schools.

Are citizens of South Carolina and of the United States in general aware
of the cost of gond schools, and are they willing to pay for these schools?
Is the puklic awrare that a jet pilot cannot te trained for the samne money
required to train a state coach driver? Yhose business is it to inform the
public of such things? Decisions on these questions must be made soon.

I am naming last of all a problem which is perhaps the most crucial one

facing us todyy - that of intepration of the races within cur public schools,

It goes without saying that the decisions made in connection witit 1;113.5 mat.tor
will be more spectacular, more far--reaching, and, therefore, more difficult ic
malce than will decisions on other educstional matters. Accompanying this
question is its corollary, "Shall we have any public schools at 2117&

If time permitted, I would like to discuss each of these piroblems, but of
course that would be most impractical. Instead. I would like for us to cone
sider at t'ds time only two of these problems - the two, which, in my oniricn.

are the most urgent in the state of South Carolina today.
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1., Determining the curriculum of the public schools,

2. Integrating the races within our nublic schools,

I. DETERHINING THE CURRICULUM OF THE SCHOOLS

With respect to the problem of determining the curriculum, there are many
decisions which educators, parents, and the lay public must make - decisions wvhich
conld well be important milestones in american education.

To say that there are differcnces of opinion in this country concernirg what
should be taught to vhat child attwhat age is putting the matter mildly. Kot only
do many layren disagree with educators on this question, but educators disagree
among themselves. This is not surnrising, hovever, since disagreement is prevalent
in all areas of 1life today. Even intelligent and well-infonued national leaders
disagree freauently on matters of domestic ond international significance. There-
fore, it should not te surprising or disconraging that Dr. Arthur Restor, the
professor of history at the University of Illinois, should disagree with the presen
program he finds in the puklic schools. It is understandabkle that a man like
Rudolph Flesch should write such a hook as "Why Johnny Can't Read", in which he
claims that phonics are being ignored in the teaching of reading. I can even
understand why Ali:ert Lynd felt he had to write "Quackery in the Putlic Schools",
in which the author criticizes sharply practices carried on in teacher education
and in teacher certification.

The thinking educator is not disturbed by the publication of such worl:a.

Many thinldng educators even find that they agree in nart vrith what some of these
critics have said. Certainly, no thinking edncator discards all such criticism as
demagoguery or as evidence of communist infiltration. DNor is the thinkinc educator
ftalkken in" or throvm off balance by such vwritings,

In determining the curriculum of our school programs the educator w it seer
to me, be extremely careful not to reject sensible and helpful suggrestions from
any source. He must make it his business to study these matters - to read or listem
to meticulously the opinions of his critics as well asthose of his friends and
working colleagues. He and the patrons of his school must weigh every possibility
in view of the aims and objectives of education in this country, and he is morslly
and professionally obligated to incorporate the most riorthy items - courses and
activities - in the school programs. But on the other hand he cannot - he i?lusi nece
be so gullible asto believe all the critics say. He must be keenly aware that critics
have a strong tendency to generalize without evidence. ile must resist the

temntation to give in to the vociferous critic - the critic who ignores facts and
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research when he makes a sweeping criticisn kased on insufflcient evidence,

For example, in recent years there has ceen consideratle criticism of the more
liberal promotion policies practiced in many schools. Perhaps it is true that
this practice hos been abused in many schools, but it is not without evidence to
say that a more liberal promotion policy is a sound practice. iJany studies show
that keeping a child in the same grade for two or more years is iot fruitful, It
does not bring about the results we once thought it did. For example, two studies
showed that three out of every five children zre no better off academically at the
end of a repeated grade than they were at the end of the first year they were in
the grade. The same studies show that at least one out of every five repeaters
makes lower grades on achievemnent tests at the end of the reneated year than at
the end of the first year in that grade. And yet within the last three months the
New York City Board of Education has ordered thot beginning this fall all children
in that system shall be promoted only on a lrasis of passing an academic examinatior
prepared by persons other than the teacher of the children concerned. The action
was taiken by the board in resmonse to the accusation that "children are passed
whether they knovw anything or not." The late Alfred Morth i‘hitehead of Harvard
University said, "No educational system is possirle unless every question directly
asked of a pupil at any examinotion is either framed or iodified bty the actual
teacher of that pupil in that subject." And yet the New York Board issued its
order nevertheless, A teacher from the state of Yiyoming reported to me recently
that the state of ‘Jyoming even administers tests f rom the state level to all child:
in Viyoming to deterrine those who are to be promoted. The teacher doesn't cven
know which dhildren are promoted until the test results are announced by the

Gtate Department of Education.i* Certainly this practice is in contrgdiction to
the research findings in this respect,

No profession can affohd to be swayed by individual opinion or ty populas:
appear". in general. It must not be blocked in its progress by extreme reactionaries
It cannot revert to practices now outmoded just tecause "father and grandfather
did it that way." The educator of today can no more ignore the research findinz:
in psychology, in child growth and development, and in the use of instructiona.
materials than the scientist can ignore the discovery and nossibilities of nucleaT
fission, or than the physician can be blind to the miraculous healing power cf
penicilin. ‘e all make mistakes, and of course we should avoid mistakes, tvilier:
possible; and rectify those made, if we can, but ve cannot malce progress by
reverting to "the good old days.d

#True in 1952 according to a graduste student who teaches in ¥yominge
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Education must face up to this fact, square its shoulders and hold its ground
when it is on firm ground. It must be careful, however, to differentiate tetween
firm ground and quicksand. ‘'hen the critic says, for example, that boirs and girls
don't read as well now as they used to - 20, 30, or 50 years ago - educaticn must
cite celmly ond yet firmly that most comparative studies shcw conclusively that
the reverse is true, DBoys and girls now do read tetter than they did a quarter of
a century ago. They read and compute much better than they did a half century
agose

Decisions concerning what should be taught to what child at what age - and
how, should te made courageously, and in light of all available information. This
probably means that both the educators and their critics rust give some ground. It
might mean that educators must admit that we have not been challenging some student
to do their best worlt - that we must nrovide more adequately for the gifted child,
but at the same time Mr. Bestor must yield considerably when he faces the facts
that all boys and girls do not have tfhe same potential, that all of them do not
have the sane interests, that they are not all roing to colleze, and therefore,
it is not only justified but immerative that -re differentiate the curriculum, that
vwe make flexible the requirements for »nromotion and graduation.

The answers to these questions cannot be gut in the "either-or" category.

John Dewey sais in the onening paragraph of his bonk, Ixnerience and Zducation,

"ianlzind likes to think in terms of extrere onposites. It is given to formulating
its beliefs in terms of "Either-Ors", between which it recognizes no intermediate
possibilities. ‘'hen forced to recognize that the extremes cannot be acted unon,
it is still inclined to hold that they are all right in theory but when it comes
to practical matters circumstances compel us to compromise, Lducational philosophy
is no exception."

Following this premise educators might be willing to reveal that in‘many schocl:
teachers have neglected the use of phonies in the ways in which it will be helpful
to children. But at the same time i‘r. NMudolph Ilesch will te forced to retract his
statement that phonics are not taught in .mericain schools today. He must admit
that phonics is only one method of word attack. It is not the panacea to all our read -
ing difficulties. He mipght have to retract his statement that there are no remedial
reading problems in Austria or Germany, or he must reveal that the screcening ar-t
selection process carried on among school children in those countries eliminatcs
from considcration many of those of lower abilities and academic achicvement,

Decisions made by educators and laymen concerning the curriculum content of

our schools must be based on a broad understanding of these things. The challengo
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for us all is far reaching.

IT Intepration of theoraces in the public schools,

The problem of integrating the races in our public schools is unnrecedented
for those of us who were born and raised in the southern states. It is a crucial
problem- in South Carolina todaye. Educators and laymen in this state are faced
with the necessity of making important decisions related to this matter. The time
has passed, it seems to me, for us to hide our heads in the sand and ignore the
existence of the problem,

I must say in the beginning that T have been surprised and disappointed that
the education profession in South Carolina has made no public statement giving its
views on this matter. I have seen nothing in print, nor have I heard any official
pronouncements from any of the official education orgenizations, including the
State Board of ZEducation, concerning their positions on t!is question. Neither
have I any way of knowing the reactioils of these organizations to the recomuenda-
tions of the Gressette Committee and the resultins action taken by the 1955 South
| Carolina legislature concerning segregation in the schools, I must add that I

f

| do not consider the Gressette Comaittee renresentative of the education nrolession

/ ————

[ s .
| in South Carolina.

It is a legislative committee appointed to advise the governor

and the legislatuire on a particular problem in education.

In the ahsence of such statements from the professional organizations, we
cannot know how the members of these organizations fcel about this prolleme.
Perheps one would say that silence indicates concurrence with action teing talcen
but of course this may or may not be true. 3Silence can in some cases indicate
opnosition, coupled with a great reluctance to speak one's views - reluctance‘o\
hecause of feor of embarrassment, ridicule, or repr:'.sal:) Be that as it may, it
seems imperative to me that t his or any other issue of so great import deserves

and demands public discussion.

) ;s " It is my firm conviction that enforced segregation of the races in our public
/
; schools can no longer be justified on any btasis, ~ and shcould, therefore, be

i
[ abolished as soon as practicable. [Lven though, as a vhite southerner, I have, since
i
{
I

ny early childhood, taken for granted the practice of segregation, I can find >
no justification for it. As I study the Judeo-Christian concept prevalent in

western civiliation; as I examine the bases of our own government - the Bill cf

Rights and all other pronouncemcnts of our forefsathers - I find nothing which
requires, justifies, or even allows a notion of seccond-class citizenshin for any

group. I find no conclusive evidence that any one group of men is foreordsined to
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,! be superior or inferior to other groups of men, I even find that this notion of

race and national superiority came to a ruinous end in Nazi Germany. TFor races
, or nations of men to think and act upon the assumption that theirs is the superior
race or nation and that all other groups are inferior is to invite disaster and

kK downfall, None of the great religions dictates such a creed. Instead, all of

I' them say, in essence, that each man and vioman is judged according to his ovm
,-"’ beliefs and acts. The fact that vie have practiced segresation on the assumntion
‘ { that it was right and just, does not make it right and just. Dr. John Hardin
) / arion, Pastor of Bon ijir Presbyterian Church in Riclmond, Virginia, said here
recerit.ly in his baccalaureate sermon to the University of South Carolina faculty
and senior class, that having done a thing - even over a long neriod of time -
does not mean necessarily that it is right. He caid we need constantly to analyze
| our beliefs and practices to see if they are consistent and if they are supnorted
\ by all available information related to these beliefs and practices. To make

| such analyses of our actions is difficult - even quite frustrating - but still it

| is probably necessary if we are to move forvard and upward rather than to retrogress.

Besides one's own personal beliefs in this matter, there is the legal side
of the question of segregation. All neace-loving and law-abiding citizens believe
that the laws of the state and of the nation should be respected and obeyed, in
spite of the fact that every law seems unjust or unnecessary to some people. In
the present case the highest court of our land has said that the practice of
segregation of races in the schools is unconstitutional. This court is referring
to the Constitution of the United Statesy which most of us at one time or another
have sworn to defend. Our oath of allegiance to this constitution does not allow
us the luxury of upholding it if and when we think it suits our nurposes and
tastes; rather does it require of us that we uphold it and obey it as it exist:,
having been amended and interpreted through the years by our duly chosen bodies.
If we choose to maneuver and manipulate in order to circumvent these duly
constituted agencies of law, how will we exnlain and justify this action to our
children and to our children's children? Can we on Monday tell them to obey the
law and have respect for the agencies of law and order, and then on Tuesday tz11
them they don't need to obey the lav, that it is right to circumvent the lav as
long as they don't get caught? Our recent action in South Curolina and in several
other southern states seems to be an attempt to circumvent the law, but so to dn
it that we "won't get caught.”
Education takes place in many ways. Our children can be educated to deceit

and chicanery, as well as they can be educated to integrity and loyalty. This
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education, of course, is not confined t6 therschools or homes. These children
learn from everything they see and hear. In this crucial matter which faces us
all in 1955, our children will learn much bir observation of our words and deeds.
We certainly have an obligation to them in this respect.

There comes to mind, of course, the question of what to do when parts of the
state constitution are not in agreement vith parts of the federal constitution,
If one looks at this situwation as a citizen of the United States, he can give only
one answer. He must support the federal constitution. The three-judze court here
in Columbia on the 15th of last month bore this out. These three judges of
unquestioned integrity simply teld the Summerton school @istrict to malke the
necessary arrangements and then proceed forthirith toward desegregztion.
Irrespective of their personil opinion about this matter, these judges knew that
the supreme law of the land must be unheld.

Recently, when the Attorney Ceneral of [entuclky was aslied his oninion about
the conflict of the Day Law of Kentucky requiring segregation of the races in the
public and private schools of that state, and the recent rulings of the Supreme
Court of the United States, he declared simply that the Kentuclyy law is now null
and void., Governor vetherby of Kentucky followed by saying, "We will do whatever
is necessary to comnly with the Supreme Court ruling."

Such statements have not yet been made by state officials in South Carolina,
but the fact remains that all South Carolina laws requiring segregation by race
in the public schools are now null and voide In this connection, I would like to
quote from a recent editorial in the Florenc@, South Carolina, Morning Mews,:t

Any changes we make in our nrogram of education should be made
in full acceptance of the fact that the South cannot maintain
its policies of racial segregation for any length of time into
the future.

Since the Cowrt's publication of its implementation decree, the
Southland has been feeding itself large doses of self-delusion
and false hope. Politicians, writers, wishful-thinlczers and the
uinthinking have been telling our people that the Court's decree
can be defeated and 1rill te defcated.

The Court's decree will not be defeated.

South Carolina's people need to hear realism, They need to hear
the truth. They need to prepnre themselves forra realistic
future constructéd out of words and blind hcnes of those who have
not accepted the inevitable."

A federal judge in Texas this last week ruled officially that the Texas
‘laws requiring segregation of the races in the schools are now null and void. It
is reasonable to assume that judges in other states will make similar rulings very
soon,

In some sections.of the South boards of education have gone on record as
#June 18, 1955
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agreeing with the Supreme Court decisions and as being willing to work toward an
early implementation of these decisions. I cite only three of these:

1, In the ammer of 195l the Greensboro, lorth Carolina Board of
Education said in effect that it expected to work toward the
gradual integration of the races in the schools of Greensboroe
This statement followed the first Supreme Court ruling by a
fevr weeks,

2, In June, 1955 the Board of Education at Newnort News, Virginia,
said in substance that it was in agreement with the ruling of

e Supreme Court and it wanted to worlt toward carrying out
that ruling on some reasonable vasis,

3. In July, 1955 the Roard of Educustion at San Antonio, Texas,
announced that it plans to begin desenregation in public
schools this fall. Superintendent Thomes “ortwood said an
end to segregation would be achieved by a gradual mixing of
Negro and white children. He acted after the board directed
him to proceed with "good faith comnliance" with the supreme
court rulinge

Still another aspect of this cquestion of segregation is that of its
implications for international relations. Even if all white people were personally
in favor of segregcation; even if the practice of segregationiad not been declared
illegal; one should still l:e keenly avare of the significance of this problem as
the United States is trying so valiantly to gain the support of such countries as
India, Egypt, and many other nations in Asia, ifrica, Zurope and South America.
In our grave strugcle against communism as a world power, we gain or lose hrestige
according to our practices back home, rather than by our words said abroad., World
travellers, both natives of the United States and of other countries, tell us
seriously and emphatically that our continued practice of segregation of the
races in this country is jeopardizing our position in world affairs. This
possibility is worthy of our serions consideration.
Alternatives

What are the alternatives? UThat are the c hoices we have in thi s matter?

’

As we boil down the various possibilities with respect to this question, we have

left four main alternatives. These might be stated very simply:

1. Accept the Supreme Court decision wholeheartedly and worlk
sincerely toviard its implementation.

2. Reject.ocompletely the Cowrt decision and work persistently
to xeep our public schools semregatGd by attempting to circumvent,
delay, and out-maneuver the law. This alternative night be
accompanied by ihreatened economic btoycott against anyone
opposing racial segreization - a practice recently suzgested
by the iiississippi Vihite Citizens Council. This Council also
has the avowed purpose of discouraging Negro voting.

(These two alternatives are not likely to get large followings)

3. Apree upon and svhmit for the approval of the appronriate court
2 nlan of "good fzith compliance" with the Supreme Ccurt rulinge
If folloved, this step would prrobably be talken in each local
community and school district in the state after due consideration
by the local citizens. It would te a plan of gradual desegregation
and integration, arrived at reluctantly but sincerely.
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L. Abolish our public schools and attempt to set up private schools
on a segregated basis,

The decision to take any one of these four courses will be a major one., The
last two alternatives will probabily get many followers in the initial stages of
the decision making, Whatever plan is chosen will determine future direction of
action in this matter., Therefore, such a decision by educators, community and
state leaders should te made only after carefuvl consideration of the nossible
consequences of each choice,

The third alternative, that of submitting come plan of '"good faith compliance®
is possible only if certain state laws are changede I do not refer to the law
requiring the segregction of the races in the 8chools, because that law is, in
effect, already null and void., But I do refer to laws recently passed, such as
the one cutting off all state money ffom any school district which assigns Hegro
and white children to the same school., Obviously a local school district cannot
operate at this time without financial aid from the state., Such laws as this,

-passed by the 1955 legislature, constitute real obstacles to local school
districts wishing to comply with the supreme court ruding. Of course, these
laws were passed for this purpose, but they can te repealed if, after ¢ue
consideration, most school districts decide they want to submit some plan of
"good faith compliunce' rather than abolish their public schocrls.

The nossible consequences whi.ch might follow the fourth alternative - that
of abolishing the puhlic schools - are many. First, we must ask ourselves if
we are willing to turn Lack the clock on education more than a hundred years,

Are the educators, nparents, and the lay public willing to consider mass organiza=
tion of private, parochial, and pauper schools, according to the prevalent

custom in several of the Atlantic seaboard states in the 1820's and 1830!'s?

Can we be at all sure that were we to decide to abolish the public schools gn~
set up state-financed private schools on a segregated basis that the courts
would not strike down this plan as unconstitutional? Are we at all sure that in
1960 and 1970 education with its increasing probtlems and student enrollment can
be handled effectively tlwrough such a nlan - if it were to be held legal? What
about organization, standards, supervision in such a case? Who wo»1ld educate thc
teachers and on what basis? Who would handle certificntion and on vrhat hasig?

These are tut a few of the back-breaking questions that face us in case we
decide to abolish public schools. DNecaunse of these and other reasons, most people
do not want to abandon putlic schools, if. it con possibly be avoided.

Wise men ill go slow in this matter. Thinking men are not at all certain
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that abolishing the public schools will correct our troubles,

STORY Tormy's uncle was wont to give out bits of hard-headed advice
to his young nephew,
"es, Tommy," he said one day, "fools are certain; wise men
hesitate.®
"Are you sure, Uncle John?" aslted Tomray.
"Yes, my boy, I'm certain of iti"

Charles F. Carroll, State Superintendent of Public Instruction in Horth
Carolina, vias quoted last weelc in an Assaciated Press story as saying that
"pbandoninz the public school system is not the answer to the queztion of racial
segregstion.”

Carroll continued by adding, "One nmillion children in whose hearts, minds
and hands rest much of the destiny of this statep are innocent parties to this
segregation matter, and they must not becoire its victims. Every American state
views public education not as an option, but as an imperative, '

The legality of abolishing the public schools would not be questioned if the
state and local school authorities made no attempt whatsoever to use pubtlic taz
money for financing private education in army way. Certainly a private citizen or
a group of private citizens could carry on a private schoel on a segregated basis,
But just as soon as the state attempts to sell or give the buildings to these
private citizens to he used for segregated schools - just as soon as the state or
local school districts make available to individual parents or children money whicl.
is to be used for education on a private basis - the legality of such action will
be challenged and tested in the courts. Since such a case has not yet apneared,
one can only guess the outcoue.

If public schpols were abandoned, what would happen to teacher certification,
supervision fr'olm the state level, and state-supported teacher education institu-
tions? Notody can predict with assurance the answers to marmy of these questions,
In looking ahead, one can only be sure that we can expect nany problems -
difficult problems - to apsear if we atolish the public schools.

Decisions concerning these matters must be made - and must he made soon.
They will be determined by several factors, all of which will play important parts:

1. What we may do under federal law and vhat we are directed to do by federal

authoritiese.

2, What we may and may not do under the state constitution and South

Carolina statutes,

3. How our state leaders (govermmental and educstional) feel about what

should e done and in what ways they encourage neople to go.

L. How we as individual parents, teachers, adult citizens, and tors and

girls feel about the direction we should go. How we feel could lead to
eported in July 29 or July 30 edition of The State.


https://parer.ts
https://v1ot1.ld
https://que::ti".ln

-1l -

the organization of "hite Citizens :ction Cormittees" such as the one

orgarnized recently in HMarleyville, South Carolina. The chief purnose of

this organization is "not to accept the Sunreme Court's recent internretation

of our United Stotes Constitution and to worl: actillvely to maintain a school
on our present segregated basis - even to maintain a private school for our
children, "¢

Or, how we feel could lead us to hold conferences and discussion groups
such as the three-weelis seminar held last month on the Uriversity of Kentuclgy
campus, The purposc of this geminar was to study problems of desegregation in
the schools of Kentucly,

Yes, how we feel today or how we discipline ourselves to feel tomorrow and
next year will be one of the most potent factors of all. Because laws themselves
are subject to how the public and its representatives fcel about matters. Thus,
laws can be made and lavs can be repcaled, accordiny to how we as individuals and
as groups feel about a thing.

In tlis connection, I would like to close with two quotations - one from
Epictetus, the early Roman philosopher, and one from John Ruskin.

Epictetus said: "In a word, neither decath, nor exile, nor pain, nor

anything of this kind is the real cause of our doing
or not doing any action, >ut our inward opinions and
principles.¥

Ruskin said, and with this I close:

"Doing is the great thing. TFor if, resolutelyyn people
do what is right, in time they come to like doing it.®

#July 21 or 22 State



