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Here and now, in the summer of 1955, we find ourselves faced with the necessity 

of making many momentous decisions with respect to the schools in this country. 

Perhaps at no other time in the history of educa.tion has so greo.t a sense of gravity 

and urgency characterized the action concerning schools 1'!hich is being taken and 

which must be taken in the near future. 

Decisions made by men.do,m through histoI"J have become milestones in the records 

of the past. The fact that decisions can become so far-reaching - even to  the point 

of changing the course oi' an entire nation - has made man quite cautious in makinr; 

decis ions. It has made him so cautious in some cases tha.t, at times when decisions 

and action were so sorely needed, he has neglected altogether to make any decision 

at all. Cervantes, the 16th century Si:anish novelist, expressed this weakness of man 

by saying, 11By the streets of  1 by and byr1 one arrives at the house of •never' •r11 

Shakespeare said it somewhat differently. "That we 1-1'0uld do, we should do when 

we would; for this wov.ld changes, and ha.th abatements and delays as many as there 

are t ongues, are hands, are accidents; and then this � is lilce a spendthrift 

sigh, that hurts by easing." 

South Carolina• s mm John C. Calhoun described a period in the early history of 

this state in which decisions and action were held in abeyance. I-fir. Calhoun V/I!ote, 

11 In the meantime our policy is a rnasterl�, inactivity. 11 

Students of lm1, students of aclmini::itration, students of life itself know that 

making decisions is difficult - quite often very frustrating.--This calls to mind a 

story--(story about sorting potatoes into three piles according to size. "These 

decisions are killini; me. 11) 

These same students, however, knov1 full well how necessary i t  is for clear-cut 

:l.ecisions to be made at strategic points in the development of institutions and 

social policies. Hot only must these decisions be made at appropriate times with 

clarity and precision; but just as important, thB'J must be� and ,ju� decisions, 

if mankind is to continue successfully his effort to achieve a more noble level of 

civilization. 

They must also be based on all available relevant :information - �� 

•information. C:Ven small errors can become serious. A decision apparently only 

slightly in error at the time can become considerably more serious as it is 

magnified by the passage of time. 

For exar.i.ple, consider ari incident in 1.:dga.r Allen Poe's famous story, "The Gold 

Bug." You will rc1:ier.1ber that in the search for the creat hidqen treasure Jupiter 



dropped the beetle tied to the end of a string through the right eye of the skull 

instead of through the � eye as Legrande had instructed him to do. Of course 

this was an error of only two or three inches, but when this string reached tho 

ground from the limb of the tulip tree and a line vras dravm from the center of the 

tree through the point t hus marked by the string and t hen �Atended to a distance of 

50 feet from the tree, the error in location becar.ie one of several yards. Consequentlj 

when they dug for the treasure, they found nothing. It was only after they realized 

their mistake, returned to the tree, moved the stake over three inches, and drew a 

line from the tree through the� point that they were successful in finding the 

treasure. A very insignificant error had made a great difference in this case. 

It has often been said that the entire history of this country could well have been 

changed raaterially had General Robert E. Lee not insisted upon a frontal attact against 

the Union forces at Getcysbmg or had General Longstreet bro11ght up his reinforcenents 

a fevr hours earlier at this same battle. Napoleon's defeat a.t VJaterloo night well have 

been turned to viotory had some rather minor decisions been different. 

It might. be that decisions being made today, ,·rhich are in error only slightly- as 

it might seem to us at t!1e present - will turn out to become the major errors of our 

generation, the turning poifut of western civilization. If this probability exists in 

the slightest degree, we cannot afford to treat such decisions lightly. 

�le might cite several major decisions of world-wide political and social signifi­

cance which are novr in the balance: for exanple, (1) our policy and action with respect 

to Formosa; (2) our attitude and corresponding decisions c oncerning Yugoslavi a; (3) the 

part we play in Japan's future; or, (4) our approach to the development of West 

permany, or to the uni..fico.tion of Germany. But in this discussion today we shall con­

fine our consideration to decisions which must be made in connection with �� in 

ths United States nnd in South Carolina - decis:l.ons which could be just as important 

?-S those dealinc with differences between nations. 

\,'hat are some of the major probler.is in education about Ylhich i mportant decisions 

raust be made today or in the very near future? I shall name several of them and then 

discuss in detail only two or three. lfos·t of these problQl\S are quite familiar to u:, 

all, but let us swnmarize them quickly. 

1. Alarming shorta�e of teachers 

It is e stimated that each year in this country we are experiencing a net 

loss tlf about 65,,.000 teachers •. Than is, -we· need about lh0,000 new t�a�hers 

each YEl� .to replace the c4'opouts �d retired teachers as well as to take care 

of the increased student population. vthereas, vre are graduating from teacher-
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education institutions each y ear only about 75, 000 teachers. How sha..U we 

meet thi s crisis? Shoul d we raise teacherso' salarie s? Should vre c ertify 

persons not completing the regular teacher-traininf, pror,rams? Should we 

shorten the time necessary to complete this train.i.ng? Should we o ffer 

short-term condensed courses for graduates of liberal arts colleges? Should 

we offer short refresher courses for !)Cr0ons ,1ho have had some tea.!:hing 

a-:perience but who have not tauc;ht for many years? Decisions must be made on 

so�e of these possibilities. 

2 .  Critical shortage of  classr� � for the increasing school pormlation. 

We need at le a.st 100,000 additional clnssrooms to meet the increasing 

school population. How much of this job can local communitiez do ? How much 

of it should and can individual states do? 3honld we work for and accept 

f0deral aid in th is respect? Vital decisions r:iust b0 made by educators and 

corar:mnity and state l eaders on thic crucial problem. 

J. Lowo� of teachers'  salarie s .  

I n  spite of sienificant increas es during the pa.st 15 y ears , teachers '  

salaries a.re still b elow t lx>se of  avera,;e factory workers. 

4. Teach er certification, 

The layman is far more aware of the probl ems of teachers'  salaries,  ilnd 

teacher and classroom shortages than he is of the romplex l'.lroblems of 

·certification. But nevertheless ,  s everal very challenging questions i n  

this area must b e  faced and answered: Should we encourage reciprocity of 

certification among states? If ro ,  unon v1hat ba.sis? Sho•ild we rely chiefly 

upon state certification? Or, shot1ld 1;iuch of this res9onsibHity be c arried 

on on a regional basis? Or, i n  vie'/1 of som.:: other imminent problems facing us 

shottld certification revert to local grou;Js?  Shall we endorse �he plan 

recent).J• adopted b·,r the Georcia legislature of revoking the license of iir�, 

teacher vrho teaches in a non;.ser;re;,;at.ed school or 1'!ho even condones inter,r.aii01 

Should classrooms be  kept open even thour,h the so-called te�.cher i s  poorl:1 

trmned? Should we overhaul our wrole c once:)t of cer'Lii'icatj on so as to !l11..ii, 

temporary or permanent certifi cation to man�, who never have or p e:-ha.ps nev-::r 

will subj ect themselves to traditional progrmns of teacher £':iucation? 

5. �her _Education 

Y,'hat of teacher education i tsel.f? A:r� we sure that we have all the 1·:ighi: 

answers when we say that a teacher must have at least four ( and prefc,rat).y 

five) years of professional preparation in order to do the j ob w-,12? ShouJ d 
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not we talce another look a.t our basic premises? Can we itnore the fact tha.t 

many persons v,ho complete such ;:irogrru:is successfully never m.i.lce effectj_ve 

teachers? Can we also be blind to the fact tbo>.t m.my succe:rnfuJ. teachers -

have had very little professional traininr;? rlhat does make a good teacher, 

arr.,way? Are Y1e sure we !mow? In the absence of evidence acce11table to most 

of us , is it not necessary t hat we continue t0 near-ch for answers? Is it not 

better that Yie welcome sugr;estions of new plans - plans which mir;ht turn out 

to be better than t!1ose we are nmr follmr.i.ng? Decisions must he made soon on 

many of these matters. 

6. � � � e:,tent of the school curriculum. 

What shall be taught to � children of wh;g_t age? Vihat pro::;rai;i or 

curriculum should be followed in pul;)lic and pri ·.rate schools? Are not many 

decisions necessary in connection Yrith this n ues tion? Are the Arthur 

nester • s ,  the Rudolph Flesche' s ,  the Al cert Lynd' s and the l!ort,j_mer si�itht·s 

on firm ground when they criticize severely today I s educators for nei_;lect of 

the fundamentals? If so , what are the educators ::ioine to do ahout it? If 

these ;,ien and others wh:J believe that our sc!1ools of today are failing in 

their oblie;ations are not r i�ht, r1hat steps can O:r" shouJ.d the educntors take? 

Decisions must be forthcominc; - decisions b;,i.sed upon fact as ,mll as urion 

conviction. 

7. Finnncial support of schools . 

Are citizens of South Carolina and of the United States in general aware 

of the co st of good schools, and a re they willing to pa.y for these schools? 

Is the public a,·1are that a j et pilot cannot, 1::e  trained for the same mona,J 

required to train a state coach driver? Hhose business is it to inform the 

public of such things? Decisions on these questions must be made s oon. 

8 .  I am naming la.st of  all a problem nhich is perhaps the most crucial one 

facing us tod,1y - that of inter.ration of the rac es within cur i)uhl:i.c sch0oi5;, 

It goes without s a�rini; that the decisions made in connection witi1 t his m:it..t':lr 

will be more specta.cular, mor e  far-,reaching , and, therefore, mr,re d:i.fficul�: i·.c, 

malce than will deci sions on other educ '., t,ional matters. /lccompa1iyinc t'1i s 

question is its corollary, "Shall we have any public schools at Dll?e" 

If time permitted, I \'J'Ol1ld li1<e to discuss each of' these p;:'Obler.is , but of 

course that vmuld be most impractical. Instead, I would like for us to e;one. 

sider at t1u.s time only two of these problems - the two , which, in my OT):i.r..icn, 

are the most urgent in the state of  South Caro lina today. 
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1. Detennining the curriculum of the public schools. 

2.  Integrating the races within our public schools. 

I. DETEIDIINING THE CURRICULUM OF THE SCHOOLS 

With respect to the problem of determining the curriculum, there are ma,1:1• 

decisions which educ ators , parents, and t he lay public must make - deci sions nhich 

could well be important milestones in .uner ican education. 

To scy that there are differences of opinio>1 in t his country concernir.g ,1ha.t 

should be t auaht to vrha.t child att� ace is puttini; the matter r.uldl�, . Uot only 

do many laynen disagree with educiltors on t hi s  question, but educc1.tors disagre e 

among thems elves . This is not surnrising , hm!ever ,  s ince disaereement is prevalent 

in all areas of life to day. Even intelligent and ,·;ell-infonned national le aders 

disagree frc�uently on matters of domestic ond international si�nificance. There­

fore, it shou1d not l;e surprising or disconr aginr, that Dr. Arthur Bestor, the 

professor of history at t he Univ ersity of Illinois, should disagree \Yith the presen 

program he finds in the puHic schools .  It i s  understandable that a man like 

Rudolph Flesch sho11ld vrri te such a hoolc as 11Vlhy Johnny Can' t Read" , in which he 

claims that phonics arc being ignored in the teaching of readin�. I can even 

understand why /\11.:ert Lynd felt he had to write 11Quackery in the Public Schools'' , 

in which the a.uthor criticizes sharply practices c arried on in teacher education 

and in teacher certification. 

The thinkj_nr; educator is not disturbed by the publication of such worbi. 

1-lany thinldnG educ.:i.tors even find that they ae;ree i n  :-,art Ydth 1,·hat some of these 

criti c s  have s aid. Certainly , 110 thinkini edncator di s c a.rds all such criticimn as 

demagoGUcry or as evidence of communist infiltr:1.tion. Nor is the thinkin�; educ ator 

11talcen in" or throvm off balance by such writines. 

In determining the curriculum of our school procrams the educator must, it seer 

to me, be e>..-tremely careful not to rej ect sensibJ_e and helpful sugr;estions from 

aey source. He raust make it his bu�iness to s tudy these matters - to read or listen 

to meticulously the opinions of his critics as well as  tl1ose of his friends and 

working colleagues .  H e  and the patrons o f  his school must m�igh every pos sibili ·�·;" 

in view of the aims and objectives of e ducation in th is country , and he is r.iorc:;.1 1.f 

and professionally obligated to incorporate the most ,mrthy items - c ourses a.'1ci 

activi.ties - in the school programs. But on the other hand he cannot - he :nust nr,·� 

be so gullible as to believe all the critics s ay .  He must b e  keenly aware that c ri.  t LC s 

have a etronrr tend.ency to ceneralize i-rithout evidence. He must resist the 

tem:-itati,:,n to cive in to the vociferous critic - the critic 1'.'ho ignores facts and 
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research v1hen he malces a sweeping criticisn r.ased on insufflcient evj_denca.  

For e;rnmple, in recent years there has c een considerable criticism of the !'lore 

liberal promotion policies practiced in many schools .  Perhap s i t  i s  true that 

this practic·e has been abused in many schools, but it is not without evi dence to 

say that a more liberal promotion policy is a sound practi ce. r.l any studies shoH 

that keeping a child in t he same grade for two or more years is  i1ot fruitful� It 

does not bring about the results we once thought it did, For example , two studies 

shovred that t hree out of eve�, five children are no better off .ica.demically at the 

end of a repeated grade than they were at the end of the first year they Here in 

the gr-ade, The same studies show that at least � out of every five repeaters 

makes lower grades o n  achieve;.1ent tests at the end of the reryeated year than a.t 

the end of the firot ye ar in that gra.de. And yet with.i.n the last three months ·the 

New York City Doartl or Educ ati on has ordered tho.t berrinning thi s fall all children 

in that S'JStem shall be promoted only on a l ·ad s of passini:; an academic exair.i.natior 

prepared by persons other than the teacher of the children concerned. The action 

wa.s taken by the board in res�ons e to the accusation that "children are passed 

whether they kno.-r anytliing or not . 11 The late Alfred !forth Fhitehead of Harvard 

University said, "No educatj.onal system is possible unless every question directly 

asked of a pupil at any examination is either franed or i�,odificd by the a.ctual 

t eacher of that pupil in that subje ct. 11 And yet the New York Doar d  issued its 

order nevertheless. A teacher from the state of l")yorning reported to me recently 

that the state of 'dyoming even adminJ.sters tests f rom the state level to all ch:i.ldl 

in 'iiyominr, to deterr,1:i.ne those w ho are to be pron,oted. The teacher doesn 1 t even 

knovr whi ch cihildren are promoted until the test results are announced by the 

State Department of Education.�i Certainly thi:i practi ce is in contr�diction to 

the research findings in this respect. 

!Jo profes sion can affohtl to be svraycd by individu al opinion or by populm: 

appear ·. in generrl. It must not be blocl:ed in its progress by extreme reactiona-d e.s 

It cannot revert to practices now outmoded just becaus e "father and r,randfathcr 

did it that way , 1 1 'J'.he educator of tod;;iy can no •�ore ie;nore the research findin�;:: 

in ps:'lcholoay, in child growth and developr.ient , and in the us e of ins truction:,.",. 

materials than the scientist c an  ignore the di scovery and possibi liti es of. mideB.T 

fission, or than the physician can be blind to the miraculous healinr, power cf 

penic:i.lin. :le all make mistakes,  and of co urse we should avoid mistakes,  ,·,her< 

possible; and rectify those  made, if we can, but v:e cannot mal�e progress by 

reverting to "the eood old days,o11 

*True in 1952 according to a gradu.ite student who teaches in Wyoming. 
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Education must face up to thi s fact , square its shoulders and hold its ground 

when it is on firm ground. It must be careft'.l,  however ,  to differentiate cetv1een 

firm cround and quicks,>nd, \hen the critic sa.:•s ,  for exalll;)le , t hat bo�rs and girls 

don ' t read as rrell nor, as they used to - 20, 30, or 50 years ago - educ<1.ticn must 

cite c almly ond yet firmly that most comp.:ir ,1.tive studies s hew conclusively that 

the reverse is tr11e. Do::s and g irls now do read better t han they did a quarter of 

a century ago. T!1ey read· and cor.i'.)ute much b etter than t hey Md a half cent�, 

ago . 

Decis ions concerning wha.t should be taugi1t to what child at what age - and 

�, should ce made c ou2·ageously , and in  l ight of all available information. This 

probably means that both the educators a:1d their critics must, give some ground, It 

might mean that educi.ltors must admi t that we have not been challenging so::ie student 

to do their best worlc - that we must '.)rovide r.iore adequately for the gifted chlld, 

but at the sa'Tie time Mr. Bestor must yield considerabl:' when he faces the f acts 

tlwt all boys and girls do not have the sru:ie potential, that all of the."! do not 

have the s;i.'l!e interests , that they are not aJ.l :;oing to college, and therefore, 

it is not o nly justified but ir.nGr:itive that •;re differentiate the curricnlUT.1, that 

we make flexib1e the require::wnt:; for :)r0Dot:i.on and graduation. 

The ans\·1ers to these quest:i.ons c.:lllnot be '."Ju.t 1.n the 11 either-or 11 cater,ory. .o

John Dewey sa:,s in t he ooening parar;raph of his bo0k, f,xry�� a.nd Jducation, 

11Man!=ind likes to think in terms of extrer!e opposites . It is given to formulating 

its beliefs in terms of 11Either-Ors 11 , between which it recognizes no intermediate 

possibiliti es .  Y.'hen forc ed to recognize that t he extremes cannot be acted upon, 

it is still inclined to hold that they are all ri[;ht in theory but when it c ome s 

to practical matters circumstances compel us to compromj se.  Educational philosophy 

is no exception. 11 

Following this premise educators miGht be willing to rev·eal that in°mazw schJol:, 

teachers have neglected the use of phonics in the ways in vrhich it will be helpful 

to children. nut at the s 3.J:ie time i fr, Rudolph Flesch will be forced to retract hi::; 

statement tiw.t phonics are not tanaht in ,lll1erica;1 schools today, He must aclJtlit 

that phonics is only one l'!ethod of word attack. It is not the panacea to all 0 !.I;·· rell-ci -

'inr, difficulties ,  He mir,ht have to retract h i s  statement that there are no rcmed. 1.i.i.l 

reading nroblems in Austria or Germany , or he must reveal that the screening ard 

selection process carried on ar.ionc; school chilc�ren in those countries elir.ri.not-c::; 

from consideration many of those of lov1er abiH tie:i and academic achievement, 

Decisions made by educators and la�,men conc erning the curriculum c ontent of 

our schools must be based on  a broad understanding of the:ie things. The challengo 
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for us all is far reaching. 

II Integra.tion of theo� in the public schools . 

The problem of integrating the rac es in our public schools is un�recedented 

for those of us r1ho nere born and raised in the southern states. It is a crucial 

probl era · in South Carolina today . Educators and laymen in this state c>re faced 

with the necessity of making import3nt deci sion3 rclv.ted to this matter, The time 

has passed, it seer.is to me, for us to hide our heads in the sand and ignore the 

existence of the problem. 

I must sa�, in the be{;inning that I have been surprised and disappointed th;it 

the education profession in South Carolina has m:ide no publi c statement r;iving its 

views on this matter .  I have seen nothing in print, nor hav a I heard any official 

pronouncements .from any of the official education organizations, includi.ng the 

State Board of Zducation,  concerning their positions on thi s  question. Neither 

have I any way of knowinG the reactio;1s of tl1ese organizations to the recor.v;1enda­

tions of the Gressette Committee and the resultinr; action tal(en by the 1955 .South 

Carolina Jl.egislature concerning segreg.i.tion in the schools. I must add that I 

do not consider the Gressette Co,;1r.1ittee renres ent<Jtive of the education :>ro��cssion 

in Gouth Carolina, It is a 1 egislative colilJ!:i ttee :ippo:1.nted to advise the governor
-·-···----

and the l eeislatw:e on a :,articular probler.i in educ '.ltion. 
· - - -----

In the a11sence of such statements from the professional organizations , ne 

cannot know hon the nemhers of these organizatio ns fc.:el about thi s  prol·lem. 

Perhaps one would sey that silence indicates concurrence with act ion 1.::einr, talcon 

but of course this rnay or may not b e  true. Silence c an in s01:1e cases indi cate · 

opnosition ,  coupled wit� a great r eluctance to srcak one' s views - reluctance.o) 

hecause of fear of e:ibarrassment, ridicule, or reprisai�) Be th:,t as it may, it 

seems imperative to me that t his or any other issue of so great import deserves 

and demands public discussion. 

It is iey firm c onviction that enforced segregation of the races in our public 

i schools can no longer b e  justifi ed on any basis ,  - and should, therefore , be 

/ abolished as soon as · practicable .  Even though, as  a i·ihite southerner , I have , s :in·c e  

ey early childhood, taken for granted the practice of segregation, I can find 

no justifica�ion for it . As I study the Judeo-Christian concept prevalent in 

vmstern civiliation; as I exarr.ine the bases of' our own govern"!lent - the Dill cf 

Rights and all other pronouncements of o ur foreLithers - I find nothing which 

requir e::; , justifies, or even allows a notion or second-class citizenshi'1 for any 

group. I find no conclusive evidence that any one grou::, of men is foreordained to 
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l 
/ be superior or inferior to other grou�s of men. I even find that this notion of 

race and national superiority came to a ruinous end in Nazi Germacy. For races 

or nations of men to t hink and act upon the assumption that theirs is the superior 

race or nation and that all other groups are inferior is to invite disaster and 

downfall . None of the great r eligions dictates such a creed. Instead, all of 

them say, in essence, that each man and vroman is judged according to his ovm 

beliefs and acts. The fact that Yte have ;,racticed seire,!,ation on the assumntion 

that it was ri�ht and ju:;t,  does not � it rir;ht and just. Dr. John Hardin 

Marion, Pastor of Don Air Presbyterian Church in llicinnond, Virginia , said here 

recently in his baccalaureate sermon to the University of South Carolina faculty 

and senior class, that having done a thing - even over a long reriod of time -

does not mean necessarily that it is right. lie :;aid we need constantly to analyze 

our beliefs and practices to see if they are c onsistent and if they are suprorted 

by all available information related to these beliefs and practices. To make 

such analyses of our actions is difficult - even quite frustrating - but still it 

is probably necessary if T,e are to mo ve forvmrd and upward rather than to retrogress.  

Besides one ' s ovm personal beliefs in this matter, there is the legal side 

of the question of segregation. All peace-loving and law-abiding citizens believe 

that the la1Vs of the state and of the nation should be respected and obeyed, in 

spite of the fact that <:Nery law seems unjust or unnecessary to s orne people . In 

the present case the hishest court of our land bas said that the practic e of 

segregation of race:; in the schoo ls is unconstHutional. 'I'Ju.s court is referring 

to the Constitution of the United Statesr, which most of us at onre tir.:e or another 

have sworn to defend. Our oath of allecia.nce to this constitution does not allow 

us the luxury of upholcli.ng it if and l'!hen Yre thinlc it suits our nurposes and 

tastes; rather does it require of us that we uphold it and obey it as it exi:at,.: ,. 

having been amended and interpreted through the years by our duly cho,<ien bodies. 

If we choose to maneuver and manipulate in order to circu.'l!vent these duly 

constituted agencies of lav1, how will we exr,lain and justify this action to our 

children and to our children• s children? Can we on Monday tell them to obey the 

l aw  and have respect for the agencies of l aw and order, and then on Tuesday t-::.11 

them theiJ don' t  need to obey the l a1·1, that it is right to circumvent the l rov as 

long as they donI t get caught? Our recent action in South C:;rolina ;ind in sever-a:1 

other southern states seems to be an attempt to circumvent the law, but so to cb 

it that we 11won• t  get caught."  

Educa.tion takes place in  rnany ways. Our children c an be educated to deceit 

and chicanery, as well as they can be educated to integrity and loyalty. This 
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education, of course, is not confined to ther.schools or homes. These children 

learn from everything they see and hear. In this crucial matter vr hich fa.ces us 

all in 195.5', our children will learn r:iuch b:,' observD:tion of our words and d eeds. 

We certainly have an obligation to them in this respect. 

There comes to mind, of course , the question of what to do when parts of the 

state constitution are not in acrce:nent v.1.th pci.rts of the federal constitution. 

If one looks at this situation as a citizen of the United States, he can cive only 

one ansvrer. He must support the federal constitution. The three-jud�e cuurt h�re 

in Columbia on the 15th of last month bore this out. These three j udges of 

unquestioned inteGrity sir.!r-,ly told the Summerton school i;listrict to ma!ce the 

neccssrJry arransements ;ind then proceed forth-.-rith tow.,rd descgreg�tic,n. 

Irres;:,ective of their person:il opinion about this matter, these j udges knev, that 

the supreme lan of the land must be upheld. 

Recently, when the Attorney General of l(cmtucl::y was asl:ed his oninion about 

the conflict of the Day Law of Kentucky requiring segrecat.ion of t.he races in the 

public and private schools of that stat.e, and the recent rulings of the Supreme 

Court of the United States, he declared simply that the J(entucl�y law is now null 

and void . Governor ·t·!etherby of Kentucky folloued by saying, 11We vlill do whate ver 

is necessary to corr�ly with the Supreme Court ruling. 11 

Such statements have not yet been made by state officials in South Carolina, 

but the fact remains that all South Carolina laws requiring segregation by race 

in the rublic :;chools are now null and void. In this connection, I would like to 

quote from a recent editorial in the 1''lorenc!3, South Carolina, Morning }1ews.•:f 

Any.changes we mal:e in our ::,rogra!:l of education should be made 
in full accertance of the fact that the South cannot maintain 
its policies of raci al s egregation for acy length of time into 
the future. 

Since the Court I s publication of its implementation decree, the 
Southland has been feedinr, itself la.re;e doses of self-delusion 
and false ho()e. Politicians , writ ers , viis' iful-thinl�ers and the 
unthinkinr; have been tellin::; our p00::ilc that the Court I s decree 
can be defeated and 1 ,ill be defe at ed. 

The Court1 s decree will not be defeated. 

South Carolina's people need to hear r ealism. They need to hear 
the truth. They need to prep,u-e th�nselves forr�- realistic 
future constructfld out of words a.nd blind horyes of those vrho have

11not acce11ted the inevitable. 

A federal j udge in Texas this last week ruled officially that the Texas 

·laws requiring segregation of the races in the schools arc novr null and void . It 

is reasonable to assume that judges in other stat es vrill make similar rulings vory 

soon. 

In some sections.:.of the South boards of education have gone on record as 
*June 18, 1955 
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agreeing with the Sur,reme Court decisions and as beinc willinc to work toward an 

early implC:11\entation of these decisions . I cite only three of these : 

1 .  In the rummer of  195h the Greensboro, North C;.u-o lina Doard o� 
Educo:tion said in effect that it  e:�pected to \�or\c to'.'1ard the 
gradual integration of the rac es in the schools of Greensboro. 
This statenent follov1ed the first Supreme Cour t. rulinG by a 
fe;n•1 weeks. 

2. In June, 1955 the Board of Education at Newport News , Virsini a, 
said in sul�stance that it nas in a�reernent with the ruJ.inr,: of 
t:1e Supreme Court and it v:antec1 to worl� t_ov-:nrd c.trryinr, out 
that ruling on some reasonable Dasis, 

3. In July, 1955 the Boar d of Educ -�tion at San Antonio , Texas, 
announced that it plans to beGi!1 dese13re'3ation in puhl5.c 
schools this fall , Superintendent Thoma s ·�ortwood sro.d an 
end to segregation would be achieved hy a 1�radual mixing of 
Neuro and white children, He acted after the board directed 
him to proceed with "good faith compliance" with the supreme 
court ruling. 

Still another aspect of this question of seereg.:ition is that of its 

implications for international relations. Even if all white oeople y;ere r,crsonally 

in favor of set;rc.::ation; even i.f the practice of segreg.1tionrad not been declared 

illegal; one should still l::e keenly aTtare of the significance of this problem as 

the United States is tr,Jini so  valiantly to gain the support of such countries as 

India, Egypt , and many other nations in Asill, \frica, Europe and South America. 

In our grave strug:;le against comsunism as a world power, we gain or lose presti�e 

according to o ur  practi c es back home, rather than b:;• our Hords said abroad. World 

travellers , both natives of the United States and of other countries ,  tell us 

seriously and ei�phatically that our continued pr actice of segregation of t he 

races in this  country is jeopardizing our position in world affairs . This 

possibility is worthy of our serious consideration. 

Alternatives 

What are the alternatives? r,hat are the c hoi.ces we ha.ve in thi. s matter:? 

As we boil down the various possibili tics with respect to this  question, we ha:ve 

left four main alternatives. These might be stated very simply: 

1. Accept the Supreme Court decii;:i.on wholehea.i:tocl.ly and · work 
sincerely toward its i.mplement�tion. 

2. Reject, , ocomploctely the Court <lecision and work persistently 
to keep our publi c  schools ser;rec;;atcd by attempting to circumvent, 
delay, and out-maneuver the law, This alternative uight be 
accompanie d by threatened economic boycott against anyone 
opposing racial segre(iation - a practice recently su:mested 
by the i.iississippi \'ll1ite Citizens Council. This Council also 
has the avoned purpose of discouraging Negro voting. 

(The s e  two alternatives are not likely to get large followings) 

J .  Ar.ree upon and S\:'brnit fo� the ap�roval of the �ppronrtate coll.!"t 
a r:,lan of "good f:-..ith  cor.,rlianc,e 11 with the Supreme Ccurt ruling.
If follor1ed, th:L s step wo1 1ld p1•obably be ta!<en in each local 
community and school district in the state after due consid�ra tion 
b;r the local citizens, It would be a plan of era.dual deser,regntj.on 
and integration, arrived at reluctantly but sincerely. 

https://deser,regntj.on
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4. Abolish our publi c schools and attempt to set up private schools 
on a seeregated basis. 

The decision to take any one of these four courses v,'ill be a major one. The 

last two alternatives will probaUrJ.y GCt r:i.:my followers in the initial s t,a�es of 

the decision making. 'Whatever plan is  cho sen will dcternine future direction of 

action in this matter. Therefore , such a decision by educ;i tors ,  community and 

state l eaders should be made only after careftil consideration of the possible 

consequences of each choice. 

The third altern2.tive, th'.lt of submi ttinr.: rome plan of 1 1r:;ood faith compliance" 

is pos sible only if certain state l aws are changed. I do not refer to the law 

requiring the segregc.tion of the races in the s chools, because th:it la.w i s ,  in·o

effect, already null and v oid. nut I do :cefer to laws recently pas sed, such as 

the one cuttinr, off all state money f:fom any school distrj_ct whi ch assigns l-1egro 

and white children to the same school .  Obviously a lo cal school district cannot 

operate at this time without financial aid from the state. Such laws as this, 

passed by the 1955 legislature , constitute r eal obstacles to local school 

di stricts wishing to c omply l'Iith the supreme court ruihing. Of course,  these 

laws were passed for this purpose ,  but they can be repealed if, after tbe 

consideration, most school di stricts decide they want to submit sone plan of 

11good faith compliunce 1 1  rather than abolish their public scho0ls. 

The possible consequence s  whi ch Mi�ht follorr the fourth alternative - that 

of abolishinr; the pu!.1lic schools - are many . First , we must ask ourselves if 

we are \'Tilling to turn 1:: ack the clock on ednco.tion more than a hundred years . 

Are the educators , parents,  and the l ay  public willing t o  consider mass organiz a­

tion of private ,  parochial, and pauper schools, D.ccording to the prevalent 

custom in several of the Atlantic seaboard states in the 1820 1 s and 18J0 1 s? 

Can we be at all sure that were we to decide to abolish the public schools �,; 

set up state-financed private schools on a segre:;ated basis that the courts 

would not strike down thi s plan as unconsti tuUonal? Are we at all sure that in 

1960 and 1970 education with its increasing problens and student enro llment can 

be handled  effectively through such a �lan - if it 1-rnrc to be held legal? What 

about ort;aniz ation, standards , supervision in such a case? Who wo, . ld educate thr 

te acher3 v.nd on nhat basis? Vfho nould handle certific:,tion and on Y1hat basis? 

These are but a feyr of the back-bre;:iking questions that face us in case vie 

decide to abolish public schools, neca11sc of t:rnse and other re asons , most peoplr 

do not want to abandon pul·lic schools , if. it c an pos::iibly be avoided, 

Wise men 1·n.ll go slow in this matter. Thinkine men are not at all cert a.in 

https://certa.in
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that abolishing the public schools will cor1·ect our troubles. 

Tommy ' s  uncle was wont to g ive out bits of hard-headed advice 
to his young nephew. 

11Yes, Tommy, " he said one day, 11fools are certain; wise men 
hesi to.te.r11 

"Are you sure, Uncle J ohn? " asl{Od Tomr,iy. 
11Yes, my boy, I 'm certain of it in 

Charles F. Carroll, State superintendent of PubJ.ic Instruction in Horth 

Carol ina, v;n.s quoted last wcelc in an Associated :::'ress story as saying that 

11Abandoninj the public school ::iystem is  not t!1e answer to the que::ti".ln of racial 

segregJ.tion. 11 

Carroll continued by adding, none nillion children in ..,,:1ose hearts, minds 

a.nd hands rest r.iuch of the destiey o! this stater, are innocent parties to thirs 

segregation matter, an d they :'!lust not become its victi1:is. Eve ry American state 

views public education not as an option, but as an impe:-ative. ni� 

The legalHy of abolishing the _!_)ublic schools v1ot1.ld not be questioned if the 

state 1311d local school authorities made no attempt whatsoever to use pul:lic tax 

money for financing private education in  aey way. Certainly a private citizen or 

a group of private citizens could carry on a. private school on a segregated basis. 

But ju st as soon as the state attempts to sell or give the buildings to these  

private citizens to he  used for segregated schools - just as soon as the state or 

local school districts make available to individual pare r.ts or children money whicr. 

is to be used for education on o. private basis - the lecality of such action will 

be challencred and teste d in the courts . Since such a case has not yet ar,::ieared, 

one can only guess the outcor.:e . 

If public schools were ;ibandoned,  uhat would happen to teacher certification, 

supervision fron the state lev el, and state-su;Jported tea.chcr educJtion institu­

tions? Nobody can predict lVi th assurance t he answers to ma!V of these questions. 

In looking ahead, one c :m only be sure that we can expect nany problems -

diffic11lt pro blems - to ap.�ear if we abolish the r,ublic schools. 

Decisions conc erning these mutters mn5 t  be made - and must be made roon. 

They will be determined by several factors, all of ,11dch will play important parts:  

1 .  What we � do under federal lmv and r:hat we are directed to  do by federi:J 

authorities. 

2. Vlhat v1e mey- and may not do under the s tate constitution and South 

Carolina statutes. 

3. How o•.1r state leaders (governmental and educational) feel about wha.t 

should l;e done and in what ways they encourage 11eople to  go. 

u. How we as individual parents, teachers , adult citizens, and ro?s and 

cirls .feel about the direction we should co. Hot'T we .:eel con] d lead to 
i!Reported in Juzy 29 or July JO edition of The Sta.to. 
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the organization of 1'W!ill:e Citizens ;\ction Committees 11 such as the one 

orga.'Ji.zed recently in Harleyv·ille , South C;;irolina. The chief µul".')ose of 

this or,::anizatj_on iB "not to accept the Su9reme Court•  s recent inter".)retation 

of our United .St.Jtc::i Constitution ::md to \'/ork actively to m:i.:i.ntai:1. a .:;chool 

on our present segre,::ated basis - even to maintain a private school for our 

children. 11,; 

Or , how we feel could lead us to hold conferences and di:;cussion �roups 

such as the three-nce!:s :;eminar held last month on the University of Kentucky 

campus. The pur!)osc of this seminar was to study problems of desegregation in 

the schools of l<entuclcy. 

Yes, how we feel today or ho,·r we discipline ourselves to feel tomorrovt and 

next year will be one o!' the most potent factors of all. Because laws themselves 

are subject to how the pu:ilic and its repre:;entativ eo feel about matters. Thus, 

laws can be made and l cll',s can be repealed ,  a.ccordin::; to how we as individuals and 

as eroups feel about a thing. 

In t.llis connection, I would like to close with two quotations - one from 

Epictetus, the early Roman philosopher,  and one from John Ruskin. 

Epictetus said: 11In a word , neither death, nor exile, nor pain, nor 
anything of this kind is the real cause of our doing 
or not cbing any act5. on, ))ut our im.rard opinions and 
principles.r" 

Ruskin said, and with this I close : 

"Doing is the great thing. For if, resolutelyr, people 
do what is right, in time they come to lilce d oing it.r11 

*July 21 or 22 �� 


